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Multidisciplinary Science Forum
Dr. John M. Dunn
10/28/11
• Good morning. It is truly my pleasure to welcome you to Western Michigan
University and to wish you a productive and enjoyable day on our campus.
• We are truly honored that the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science selected
our University to be the site of this important event. Dr. Sugawara (Hirotaka
Sugawara, director of the JSPS office in Washington, D.C.), thank you for making
today's presentation's possible and for being here to mark this celebration of
multidisciplinary science. And my thanks go as well to the Japan Society's U.S.
Alumni Association.
• I'm also pleased that our Michitoshi Soga Japan Center at WMU could add its
important resources to this event and that Dr. Michael Famiano of our physics
department and Dr. Steven Covell of our Soga Center and our comparative religion
department could lend their organizational talents to make this forum a reality.
• This University prides itself on being learner centered, discovery driven and
globally engaged. Today's forum is a celebration of all three qualities.
• Our keynote presenter today is Sir Anthony J. Leggett, co-winner of the 2003
Nobel Prize in physics. Additional public lectures will be made by scholars from
the University of Tokyo and Hokkai-Gakuen University in Japan and from the
University Washington and the University of Northern Iowa in the United States as
well as from the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
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• Your presence here today and the daylong schedule of public lectures constitute a
wonderful gift to our University community and to the citizens of our city. It is an
opportunity for those in our community to hear from world-renowned scholars
whose work will have an impact on our lives. For faculty researchers here at
WMU, this is an opportunity to get that jolt of energy and inspiration that usually
only comes from traveling to a conference in their discipline. This time the
conference has come to them.
• In addition to the public lectures I've just mentioned, today's proceedings
represent the work of research scholars from 18 universities around the world and
from private corporations and federal agencies. The topics run the gamut, from
carbon nanotubes and forest-based bioethanol production to the role of religion
education and comparison of global currencies.
• The startling breadth of the topics today remind me of something once noted by
historian Arthur M. Schlesinger. He said:
"Science and technology revolutionize our lives, but memory, tradition and myth
frame our response."
I think he was perfectly describing the importance of the full range of disciplines
we'll be hearing about today. And I congratulate you all on the careful and
thoughtful way this forum was assembled.
• I also applaud the underlying theme of applying your disciplines to the
sustainability needs of our planet. From the talk by our visiting Nobel Laureate to
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student papers on forest mapping and biodiesel, the attention to our environment is
evident.
• And finally, as I look over today's agenda, I am delighted to note the participation
today by student scientists from Japan, China, the United Kingdom and the United
States. In fact, 14 students from nine universities around the globe are here as
representatives of the next wave of scholars who will carry the mission of science
promotion forward. That fact is perhaps the most important element of today's
activities, as we all work to inculcate the concept of discovery and rigor in our next
generation of leaders.
• Enjoy your day, stay a bit longer to visit with your WMU colleagues and plan to
come back often.
• Thank you.
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